BRETHREN EVANGELIST. 


derful miracles performed in attestation 
of his divine míssion and the truth of his 
gospel ! Let us give them the benefits of 
the raantle of charity, and say I wòt that 
in ignorance-ye did it. 

Mark goes further back and asserts that 

the preaching of John the Baptist was 

"the beginning of the gospel of Jesús 

Chiïst the Son of God." Mark u i. 

Suppose the Christian-professing world 

would adrait that Christ never preached 

the gospel, it would follow that the evan- 

gelists are not to be regarded as good 

authority ; that they are false witnesses, 

and if they are not reliahle in a statemcnt 

of simple fact the whole hístory of Christ 

and his ministry must be regarded as a 

fable. This is the unavoidable conchi- 

sion if we imtst accept the statement of 

these wutdd-be teachers. 

Another preacher (?) declared to à 
large audience 'that he would not give the 
snap of his finger for baptism. How is 
one to regard Wieh teaehing ? To one 
who has been taaght to reverence the 
Bible it seeins akin to blasphemy. If we 
accept this inan's estimate of the value of 
Christ's precepts and ordi nan ces we make 
him au apostor, the apostles dupes, and 
Paul a deceivcr, when he asserts that he 
heard the voice of Jesús from heaven, 
calling him to the ministry of the Gospel. 
It seems to me that w h"le this fjllow is 
wearing the livery of heaven he is trying 
to outdo Ingersoll. Christ said to 
his apostles thai he would make them 
fishers of men, but this raan seems to be 
íishing for U. S. eagles. 


HUNGER. 

CLARENCfi Mí-KRIHK. 
The mtiltitude which followed Jestis 
thought that if they could get bread with- 
o»tf working for it they would be perfectly 
contented. But they did not know them- 
selves. Their hunger was for something 
which the bread that perisheth could nev- 
er satisfy. They were like all other sïn- 
ners — always seeking to salisfy their spír- 
itual cravíngs by gratifying their physical 
appetites, Sinful pleasure is like strong 
drink ; the inore a man takes to quench 
his thirst the morè thirsty he becomes. 
Jesús said, "I am the bread of life." The 
soul that cometh to íue shall be satislïed. 
. The intense craving— the burning thirst 
shall cease. He that cometh to me shall 
never hunger in' vain. I wíll feed him; 
I wiH strengthen him ; I will give health 
to his soul ; and he shall have life, and 
life morè abundantly." Oh, how many 
souls wearicd wi'.h the pursuit of happi- 
ness, have fallen on the bosom of Jesús 
and found rest í 

Vice stings even in our pleasure. 


A MOTHEB QOÏTE. 

J. C. MACKEV. 

Mrs. Sarah G. Roberts, of Philadelphia, 
Pa., died Feb. 2, 1895 in her y8th year. 

The subject of this memorial was born 
Sept. 1, 1817 and was the daughter of 
Daniel Harley. Her mother was Kate 
Grove, and her grandmother the daughter 
of Chris.topher Sour II, of household fame 
in the Brethren church. She married, in 
1841, Hugh Roberts, a Friend, by extrac- 
tion. But the yoting couple, husband 
and wife,, were bapti/.ed together, accord- 
ing to the Gospel, the winter followiog. 
Thus Mother Roberts commenced the 
beautiful and blameless life so lately clos- 
ed. 

One son, to whom she was thoroughly 
devoted, brother E. E. Roberts of Phila- 
delphia church, survives her. 

It was myprivilege to know this depart- 
ed saint during the last five years ; and, 
although mueh of the time a great sufferer, 
never have I visited the home and lísten- 
ed to her either murmur or complain. 
Patience and kindliness seemed in her to 
be incarnate ; and to only sit and look in- 
to her sweet, angèlic face and hear her 
mild andtenderutterances, were even like 
bending an earto catch the seraph's whis- 
per and then see his glorious líght as he 
vanïshes. 

Mother Roberts' quiet demeanor might 
give the idea, on first acquaintance, that 
she was not so intensely concerned with 
the religions side of life. Those, how- 
ever, who le irned to know her best have 
felt the powerful Christian influence which 
she so silently wrought upon them as her 
soul became absorbed in communion with 
God. And after death had released her 
the musings of her heart were found writ- 
ten in letter form to her son, Brother E. 
lv and his wife sister Sallie Roberts, with 
whom she made her home. So me of these 
letters I have read, but when I attempt to 
gather from them material for this sketch 
I feel almost obliged to desist. In one, 
after a night of fellowship with Christ, she 
writes, "There is nothing better than the 
fear pf the Lord and there is nothing 
sweeter than to take heed unto his com- 
mamlments." In another she describes 
the apocalyptic reference to the bow en- 
circled throne ; and enraptured with all 
she beheld by the eye of faith, she insti- 
tuïes the comparison between the visions 
of hope and the realities of glorífied sight. 
And as she contemplated the end she ad- 
vises those from whom she wotild be sep- 
arated in the following language, "I shall 
soon die and be at rest, but íny wish is 
that you, my children, may attend to my 
words. Hold fast your faith in Christ, 
trust in him, love him, and let not the 


world turn you away from him. However 
you may be troubled hold fast the word 
of God." Mother Roberts' death was lil e 
a calm and peaceful sun-set after a rude 
and stormy day. 

On the marble which shall mark the 
present resting place of this departed 
friend, sister, mother, shall be inscribed 
the Holy word, "Her children arisc up 
and call her blessed." Prov. 31 : 28. 
While the immortal marble of the Rock of 
Ages already bears for her, inscribed by 
the finger of the Spirit of God, the better 
epitaph, "Blessed are the dead which die 
in the Lord. * * * Yea, saith the 
Spirit, that they may rest from their la- 
bors ; and their works do follow them." 
Hagerstown, Pa. 


THE PASSOVER ASD SUPFEB. 

J. A. R1DENOUR. 

Brother P. J. Brown says at the close 
of his able article on the above subject : 
"I shall be pleased to answer any qües- 
tions pertaining to this case, if I feel sat- 
isfied that the querist is seeking after 
truth." Healso says, "I invite the f riend- 
ly criticism of all who may read this art- 
cle." Now I feel free to offer a few crïti- 
cisms and ask some qüestions, sotely in 
the in te rest of the truth ; and for the sake 
of uninimity of sentiment among us upon 
this vital subject 

With much that Brother Brown has 
said in reference to the Lord's supper and 
its design, I am well pleased. But I can 
not endorse all he has said about the Pass- 
over. I belong to what he calls "the ma- 
jor part of the Brethren church," who, in 
common with the G. B. Brethren, believe 
that the supper which Christ ate with his 
disciples on the night of the betrayal, was 
in no sense the Passover ; but a meal eaten 
by them, as John says; "Before the Pass 
over" at least twenty-four hours. And 
that if Jesús did eat the Passover, as Broth- 
er Brown thinks, he ate it in violation of 
all the laws governing that institution that 
ever existed, and he was, therefore, a 
transgressor of the law which he telis us 
he came to fulfill, not by breaking it but 
by obeying it. And "he was obedient, 
even unto death." We also believe that 
any one who could kcep the law, could also 
brcak the law. Sin is the transgression of 
the law, but Jesús "did no sin, neither 
was guile found in his mouth." There 
fore, he did not eat the Passover before 
the legal time. 

We also admit that Brother Brown has 
by his "Ten Witnesses" abundantly and 
overwhelmingly proven what nobody de- 
nies ; viz : That the disciples in the very 
peginning of the first day of unleavened 
bread, other wise known as the prepara tion 


